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	THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

In the Interest of:

Minor Children:   

Petitioner: JEFFERSON COUNTY DIVISION OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES

Respondents:  
	

	Court Appointed Counsel for Respondent ****

	Case Number: 
Division

	RESPONDENT MOTHER’S MOTION FOR FINDING

 OF LACK OF REASONABLE EFFORTS  



COMES NOW, **********, Court Appointed Counsel for Respondent ****and 
files this Motion For Finding Of Lack Of Reasonable Efforts, and as grounds 

therefore, states as follows:

At the time of the **********Hearing Counsel for Respondent ****requested the Court enter a finding of lack of reasonable efforts.  The Court directed a written Motion be filed, along with a Notice To Set.  Accordingly, this Motion is filed.  A Notice To Set will be filed upon expiration of the deadline for filing of Response.
1. In the context of a dependency and neglect proceeding reasonable efforts defines  

the obligation of Petitioner, Jefferson County Division of Children, Youth and Families to a parent, child and family.  See, 42 U.S.C. Sec. (a)(15) (Title IV-E of Social Security Act) and C.R.S. 19-1-115.  When considering continuing out-of-home placement of a child the Court must determine if reasonable efforts have been made to reunify a child with their parent and/or whether such efforts are appropriate- or not. C.R.S. 19-1-115(6.5)(b)
2. C.R.S. 19-1-103 defines reasonable efforts as:
(89) “Reasonable efforts,” as used in articles 1,2, and 3 of this title, 
means the exercise of diligence and care throughout the state of 
Colorado for children who are in ot-of-home placement, or are in 
imminent risk of out-of-home placement.  In determining whether 
\it is appropriate to provide, purchase, or develop the supportive 
and rehabilitative services that are required to prevent unnecessary 
placement of a child outside of a child’s home or to foster the safe 
reunification of a child within a child’s family, as described in 
section 19-3-208, or whether it is appropriate to find and finalize an 
alternative permanent plan for a child, and in making reasonable 
efforts, the child’s health and safety shall be the paramount concern.  
Services provided by a county or city and county in accordance with 
section 19-3-208 are deemed to meet the reasonable effort standard 
described in this subsection (89).  Nothing in this subsection (89) 
shall be construed to conflict with federal law.

3.  C.R.S. 19-3-208 defines services which the county shall provide:

(2)(b) The following services shall be available and provide, as 
determined necessary and appropriate by individual case plans, 
commencing on or after July 1, 1993;

(I) Screening, assessments, and individual case plans;

(II) Home-based family and crisis cousnseling;

(III) Information and referral services to available public and 
private assistance resources;

(IV) Visitation services for parents with children in out-of-home 
placement; and,
(V) Placement services including foster care and emergency shelter.
* * *

(2)(d) The following services shall be made available and provided based upon the state’s capacity to increase federal funding or any other moneys appropriated for these services and as determined necessary and appropriate by individual case plans;

(I) Transportation to these services when other appropriate 
transportation is not available;

(II) Child care as needed according to a case plan, when child care 
is not available;

(III) In-home supportive homemaker services;

(IV) Diagnostic, mental health, and health care services;

(V) Drug and alchohol treatment services;

(VI) After care services to prevent return to out-of-home placement;

(VII) Family support services while a child is in out of-home 
placement including home-based services, family counseling, 
and placement alternative services;

(VIII) Financial services to prevent placement; and,

(IX) Family preservation services, which are brief, comprehensive, 
and intensive services provided to prevent the out-of-home 
placement of children or to promote the safe return of children to the home.

4. In the instant action the Petition In Dependency And Neglect was filed on or 
about  ****, following removal of the minor child from Respondent ****care and custody.  The Petition In Dependcy And Neglect was filed based primarily upon concerns for Respondent *************.  See, Verified Petition In Dependency And Neglect, located in Court file.

5. On or about ***** Respondent ******entered an admission to the 

Petition In Dependency And Neglect, and the minor child *****was adjudicated dependent as to Respondent ****.  The factual basis, as set forth in the Petition In Dependency And Neglect was waived. Respondent *****agreed to address all issues in treatment.  See, Order from ***** hearing, located in Court file.
6. Respondent ****has acknowledged her need for help in addressing her alcohol 

consumption, and related mental health issues.  The same was noted as a strength on page ***of the Petition For Temporary Legal Custody, and again on page *** of the Family Services Plan submitted for the **********hearing.  See, Petition For Temporary Legal Custody, located in Court file, and See, Family Services Plan submitted for ***** hearing.

7. On or about ****** Respondent ******’s treatment plan was adopted and 
entered as an Order of the Court.  See, Family Services Plan prepared for ******hearing date, and See, Order From Dispositional Hearing, located in Court file.

8. Without assistance of Petitioner (financial or otherwise), Respondent **** 
located services to assist her in addressing and treating her issues related to alcohol consumption and related mental health.  Respondent ******* gained entry to ****** located in ******, Colorado.    

9. On or about *******, Respondent *****entered ****’s detox program.  
Following detox Respondent ********moved into ******* ’s sober living house.  At ******* Respondent ******  attended daily therapeutic groups and recovery groups; submitted daily UAs; submitted BAs; attended AA and/or NA; meetings; participated in individual therapy, etc.  Copies of UA results and treatment log obtained from ********were provided to the Caseworker on or about *************.  See,**********. 
10. On or about ****** Respondent ****was abruptly, and without forewarning, told 
to leave ******.  Respondent ******** states that *****was never provided an explanation as to why*****was told to leave the program.  

11. Respondent  ********contacted a friend willing to let ****stay temporarily in his 
home located in *******, while Respondent *******sought out another sober living placement.  Respondent *******sought the assistance of the Caseworker, and reached out to her via texts and email.  
12. Respondent ******located a sober living program in ****************. 
Respondent *******was informed by the program that a $****deposit and first week payment was required, and after that the program would “work with” Respondent  ****. Respondent **** texted the Caseworker seeking assistance with payment of the requisite $*****deposit and ***** down payment.  On ******counsel for Respondent *****followed up by way of email to Caseworker wherein it was explained that ******************* program was willing to work with Respondent ****but, first required payment of the $*****deposit- which Respondent ****did not have.  See, Copy of ******************
13. Respondent ******requested a Family Engagement Meeting (“FEM”) be 

scheduled.  The FEM was held on ********.  At the time of the FEM Respondent ****’s request for assistance from the Division in obtaining access to the sober living program located ******Colorado, was discussed- but it was determined that no assistance was available to Respondent ****from Petitioner.      

14. At the time of the ****** FEM it was noted that Respondent *********r: 

1)   had located and secured the services of *************on***own; 

2) had completed ********treatment at******; 

3)   stays in contact with the “team” and communicates when ****can (limited phone                        

                        availability);


      4)   works *********;

5)   ******** had positive things to say about Respondent ****** to       

            Caseworker; and,

      6)   Respondent ******has located a current safe and sober, temporary living                 

            situation with a friend.  

15. The Family Services Plan submitted for the *******************Review 
Hearing states that Respondent ***** “has recently re-engaged” in the case.”  See, Family Services Plan submitted for ****************hearing , located in Court file.    In fact, Respondent ******never “disengaged from the case.”   

16. After being told to leave ************** Respondent *******found **** 

in need of assistance in securing treatment and sober living arrangements.  Respondent **** turned to Caseworker for assistance and was ignored and/or ultimately denied.  

17. The Family Services Plan also states that Respondent **** “would complete a 

mental health evaluation,” yet at the time of the ********hearing, Respondent **** was still awaiting the referral.   See, Family Services Plan submitted for ****************hearing at page ****located in Court file.  The Family Services Plan further states that “*****and ****** have not demonstrated sobriety consistently throughout this case and have yet to engage in substance abuse treatment.”  See.  Family Services Plan submitted for ************hearing at page ****located in Court file.  Respondent *******had engaged in treatment at *********and the same was known to the Caseworker.  
18.  Respondent *****has made extensive efforts to locate and access necessary

services to afford ****an opportunity to address the issues that gave rise to the filing of the Petition In Dependency And Neglect – and to reunite with *****her ******.  On the contrary, Petitioner has demonstrated a lack of reasonable efforts, including*****but not limited to failure to timely make referrals and delay and failure to assist Respondent *****in locating and accessing and treatment and/or sober living services, and refusal to pay the sum of $****[MINIMAL]  needed to pay as a deposit at a sober living program located by Respondent.  

WHEREFORE, Respondent ****requests the Court make a Finding of lack of reasonable efforts by the Petitioner, for purposes of the ***** Review Hearing.
Respectfully submitted,





By:______________________________________

                                                Doris A. Waters 

                                                Counsel for Respondent ***





